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RACA Welcomes in the 114
th

 Congress; Looks Ahead to 2015 Priorities 

Washington, DC – January 28, 2014 – The Rural and Agriculture Council of America (RACA) 

President, Jack Alexander, issued the following statement regarding the start of the 114th session 

of the United States Congress: 

“The President has given the State of the Union Address, now it’s time to roll up our sleeves and 

get to work. RACA looks forward to working with the new session of Congress. RACA 

welcomes and congratulates both the newly elected and reelected Members. RACA remains 

committed to advancing policies that enhance rural America and looks forward to continuing our 

dialogue from 2014 with the Administration, federal agencies, and Congress.”  

Alexander continued by noting, “RACA plans to expand its work in 2015 through increased 

involvement in targeted coalitions and continued work with industry stakeholders. RACA looks 

forward to partnering with those working toward a common goal of building upon the success 

and prosperity of rural businesses, agriculture, and energy production.” 

“Tax reform and tax extension packages will be a critical issue in the 114th Congress. RACA 

supports a list of tax extenders including consumer renewal credits as they link to wind and solar 

production and the Section 179 tax code that allows for deductions of qualifying equipment 

purchases.”  

“We are currently experiencing record levels of energy production from nearly every sector,” 

noted Alexander. “RACA’s goal is to maintain this upward trend and we will work to promote 

an “all of the above” energy portfolio in order to advance policies affecting  all sectors of energy 

production including wind, solar, coal, oil, and natural gas." 

Alexander concluded, “Rural America rolled up our sleeves and got to work long ago. We look 

forward to working with Congress and the Administration on these issues which are of 

importance to all of those across rural America. Trade, taxes and energy are only three of the 

items we will address as the new session begins and we will look to expand on our efforts as the 

year moves forward.” 
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