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RACA Encourages Action on Trade with Cuba   

Washington, DC - February 19, 2015—The Rural and Agriculture Council of America (RACA) 

supports efforts to increase and expand US agriculture’s market access and trade. In an effort to expand 

upon existing and potential market access, RACA has joined the United States Agriculture Coalition for 

Cuba (USACC). RACA will work with agricultural, business, and community leaders to re-establish 

market and trade access between markets in Cuba and the US. 

USACC’s primary purpose is to “re-establish Cuba as a market for US food and agriculture exports,” and 

includes a broad range of interests from within the US agricultural community.  

RACA President Jack Alexander commented on the importance of opening trade with Cuba and recent 

legislation introduced on the issue, “The normalization of trade with Cuba will provide significant 

benefits to both America’s and Cuba’s rural and agricultural economies. As one of our closest neighbors, 

Cuba is a natural market for US agricultural exports as was evident before the embargo, when the United 

States was Cuba’s largest agricultural trading partner. Cuba’s population of 11 million currently faces 

issues of food security and affordability, indicating a high potential for growth in demand. This is a great 

opportunity for rural citizens in both countries to work together to improve food security and rural 

economies in Cuba and the US.  The Freedom to Export to Cuba Act of 2015, recently introduced by 

Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Mike Enzi (R-WY), Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Jeff Flake (R-AZ), 

Patrick Leahy (D-VT), and Richard Durbin (D-IL), is a positive step in the effort to expand trade to Cuba. 

The legislation repeals several outdated provisions that currently limit trade, including necessary access to 

available credit.  RACA urges swift passage of this bill.” 

Alexander will join other members of USACC next month on what has been deemed a “learning journey” 

trip to Cuba. Alexander commented on the coalition, “The agricultural community is most effective when 

acting as a united voice. USACC provides RACA with an opportunity for rural America to have a seat at 

the table on this important topic.  I look forward to representing the rural and agricultural sectors of our 

country on the upcoming trip and learning more about Cuba and its potential as a trade partner to the 

U.S.” 

“The opening of trade, investment, and travel opportunities between the US and Cuba will be a 

momentous milestone between our two countries. RACA will continue to engage on this issue to ensure 

that both agriculture and small rural businesses in both countries can thrive in a global market place.” 
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