
	  

	  
 
For Immediate Release    Contact: Matt Moran (202) 870-2412 
 

 
RACA President Comments on USDA Farm Bill Implementation 

 
 

The following statement can be attributed to Jack Alexander, President of the Rural & 
Agricultural Council of American (RACA): 
 
The U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry conducted a hearing this week 
focusing on the ongoing implementation of the 2014 Farm Bill.  Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack was the hearing’s lone witness and he testified regarding the USDA’s ongoing work to 
carry out the programs and provisions authorized in the bill. 
 
RACA’s membership represents agricultural and rural interests across the United States.  Our 
members have been supportive of the 2014 Farm Bill since its initial discussions and onto its 
eventual passage. The Farm Bill provides certainty in planning for those producers and farmers 
across rural America; the passage of the final bill came as welcome relief to many as they sought 
to finalize business plans for the coming years. 
 
Secretary Vilsack commented on USDA’s tireless efforts to implement the multiple new 
provisions and price support programs which were authorized within the bill.  USDA has already 
acted quickly to assure farmers that new programs will not be forced upon them without a trial 
and review process.  Upon notice that those within the wheat sector would not have ample time 
to weigh their options between the new price support and crop insurance programs, USDA is 
now offering flexibility by allowing farmers additional time to weigh their options regarding 
which plan best fits their business model. RACA applauds USDA’s prompt address of this 
potential issue and is encouraged by the work done so far. 
 
RACA remains confident that the USDA will implement the 2014 Farm Bill programs and 
provisions in a manner that best suits the needs of both agricultural and rural communities.  Our 
members appreciate the department’s awareness of potential negative impacts from the release of 
new programs and we appreciate their willingness to accommodate changing needs and planning 
as they arise. 
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